
Connor Comments 
Welcome to the end-of-the-year edition of Connor Comments!  As the end of the school 

year approaches, teachers and students are in the homestretch and are working hard to 

insure a successful finish to the year. 

From the Foreign Language Department: 

Mrs. Weidner’s 7th grade Spanish classes are studying the environment, weather, and 

temperature conversions. 

 

 

 

Spanish 8 classes are learning about professions and working on stating what their 

ideal occupation would be. 

 

 

Math 8 classes are wrapping up their curriculum with the Benchmark scheduled 

during the week of May 30th.  They will complete the year with a few lessons in 

preparation for Algebra I.  In addition, there will be some fun activities such as 

the Computer Caching assignment and the Kite Building Project. 

 

 

 

 

 



The artwork of many students was on display  

last week at the K-12 District Art Show. 

 

Kayla Colosi and Joe Steinagle  

with O’Keefe pastel emulations 

 

 

 



Jenna Wilkinson and Kalina Kessner working on a 

group collage in Grade 8 Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

      

     Studio in Art  

     Self-Portraits: 

   Anthony Surace  

             and  

        Jack Pratt 

 

 

 



Pictured is Vanessa VanNorman with her narrative mythology mask “Icarus.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News from 7th Grade Team D  

 The end of the year is fast approaching, and team D is not slowing down.  We are looking 

forward to our end of the year field trip to Darien Lake for Middle School Science Day that will 

take place on June 9th.  Seventh grade students will leave school about 9am and return to school 

at about 5:45pm.  Please make sure your child dresses for the weather, we attend rain or shine.  

Also, lunch is not included on this field trip.  Your child should have money for lunch or bring a 

brown bag lunch that day. 

 In ELA, the students just finished a huge unit on A Long Walk to Water with a follow-up 

study on author Linda Sue Park.  Students participated in a “Walk for Water” raising over 

$2400.00 for Water for South Sudan, Inc.  This is a non-profit organization founded by the main 

character of the book, Salva Dut, to raise money to bring wells to the remotest villages in South 

Sudan.  In addition, students had the unique opportunity to see Linda Sue Park present in 

Jamestown, NY.  It was truly a memorable experience.  ELA will be finishing the year by 

reading the novel, Hoot, by Carl Hiaasen.  A reading calendar can be found on Mrs. Randles’ 

website and all handouts are now on Google Classroom. 

 Seventh grade students will be studying The Civil War with a final exam to be held on 

June 14th.  In Math, students continue to work on geometry.  The Math Plus final exam will take 

place on June 7 & 8, and the seventh grade regular exam to follow on June 14 & 15.  Spanish 

classes are working on a unit that teaches students how to earn a living.  In addition, the unit 

turns its focus to leisure and travel.  Finally, in science, energy is the current curriculum.  All the 

Team D teachers are really focused on encouraging students to finish the school year strong!  

Eighth grade is just around the corner! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And from Team D… 
 
It is hard to believe that this year is quickly coming to an end!  The French students have 
been doing such an excellent job with all of the language they have learned and acquired this 
year.   Both 7th and 8th grade French students are working on the Physical Environment 
Unit, which includes discussing the weather and describing geographical locations. In previous 
units, the students have done some fun projects like fashion shows and virtually "shopping" 
at a famous department store in Paris.  

In April, we had our French Club meeting. During the meeting, the students had a 
competition to see who could create the best Eiffel Tower with toothpicks and 
marshmallows. We also snacked on cheese fondue and played games to practice some 
French!  Our Spanish students are learning about the physical environment and 
weather.  They have been working hard learning to convert temperatures, as well as 
incorporating vocabulary into the unit.  In math this quarter we are focusing on 
Geometry.  The fourth quarter benchmark will be the week of June 6 for math plus and the 
week of June 13 for math 7.  As always, extra review sheets can be found on my website for 
benchmarks and tests. In Social Studies, we just concluded our Westward Expansion 
Unit.  We will begin our study of the Causes of the Civil War on Wednesday 5/18.  Students 
will research events from 1850-1860 that led to the Civil War and give class presentations on 
their topics during the week of May 23. In ELA, we are finishing the year with The Outsiders. 
Students have spent a lot of time on analysis and understanding of the characters in the 
novel, and the relationships between the Socs and greasers.  Our field trip to Darien Lake is 
coming up soon (June 9)! Please remember that lunch is NOT included in the trip and our 
students should be prepared for the weather.   

We go RAIN or SHINE, COLD or HEAT!   

Students will return from the park approximately 6pm, so please be in the lot if you are  

picking them up. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



From our Music Department: 

The VCMS performing ensembles have had a very successful spring 

season, which included three well-received concerts and a number of 

excellent performances at various NYSSMA festivals, including one 

hosted on Grand Island.  

The major organization festivals offered by NYSSMA (short for New 

York State School Music Association) give the large ensembles at 

school a chance to perform for and be evaluated by state adjudicators, 

who will then give the ensemble both a rating and comments on their 

performance. This evaluation tests our student's large group ensemble 

skills, such as listening and responding to live performance, balance, 

blend, concentration, intonation, technical skill, and leadership.  

We are proud to say that out of the six ensembles from VCMS which 

performed at NYSSMA, all received Gold medal ratings, which is the 

top rating an ensemble can receive, and our two vocal groups received 

Gold with Distinction, reserved for the highest caliber of performances 

among Gold medal groups.  

Congratulations to all our music ensembles for their hard work and 

growth this year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And from the English Teachers… 

Mrs. Snyder’s 8th grade English classes just completed reading and performing 
“The Diary of Anne Frank” and are currently doing book presentations on 
World War II novels.  They will complete the year by writing a personal 
narrative. 

 

Mrs. Campbell’s 8th grade English classes completed reading “The Diary of Anne 
Frank” and are currently reading and performing A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  

The Honors English classes have just completed the Multi-Genre Project and are 
currently presenting their rationale and a genre to the class.  

 

End-of-the-Year 8th grade Info: 

 8th Graders were celebrated at Honors Breakfast on May 26th. Students 
who were on the Honor Roll or High Honor Roll for the first three 
quarters of 8th grade were invited to attend. 

 As the year comes to a close, 8th graders are looking forward to Field Day 
on June 20th and Moving Up Day on June 21st. 

 T-Shirt order forms for the Field Day/Class Day T-Shirt are coming home 
this week.  The cost is $8.00 and each student’s name appears on the back 
of the shirt. ORDERS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN JUNE 3rd. 

 Moving Up Day will begin at 7:00 PM in the Grand Viking Theater in the 
HS.  Students are asked to be in the HS gym by 6:30.   Although the 
theater is air conditioned, please know it can get warm for the students 
on stage.  Boys are asked to wear a collared shirt and dress pants.  A tie is 
optional.   Girls are asked to wear a skirt or dress pants and an appropriate 
top, or a dress.  If girls are going to wear heels, they should practice 
walking in them to avoid any mishaps.   

 

Thank you for a GREAT year! 


